July 12, 1987

Dear brethren and sisters,
Loving greetings in the name of our Saviour.

Once again I welcome the opportunity to report to you with
regard 0o our most recent visit to Kenya in April of this year.

First of all, we feel that it is important at the outset to
make it clear, just for the record, that the funding for this
trip came from personal rescurces and private donations. Thers
was no financial assistances drazwn out of the BE.C. A& F.

On this trip I was accompanied by my daughier, sis Debbie
Truelove, and bro Dan Sargent — both from the Richard ecclesis;
also bro Mark and sis Clara Johnnatty from Leamington Spa,
England. I must sxpress my deep appreciation to all of  them
for the excellent companionship, cto-operation, and assistance
providaed by ithem throughowt. Travelling in Kenvae for the work
of  ths Truth iz zs tiring and gruslling an experience as it is
rewarding; and the pressnce of others who willingly participate
and share the workload is always most welcome and appreciated
By z3ll concerned.

The first few days of our sitzay in Esnva was spent Iin the city
of Nairobi where we enjoyed the very relaxing atmosphere of the
Fairview Hotel - during those brief periods of time that we
were noit octherwise ocoupied in arvanging for transportation,
visiting officials regarding scclesisl registration, as well as
some shopping and sighitsseing.

CONDITION OF COUNTRY

In the main, ithis part of Africa was in much better condition
Jizn when we  last wisited in 12284, There was no longsr the
videncs of exirems drowught, althowugh there was still  much
avidence of s=zirems poverty almost everywhere outside of the

largest cities. We will not occcupy much space in this report
describing the detzils of the cost of living, living
conditions, eic. This has besn done in previows reports  and

most z211 of the information contained in those reporis is still
valid. For readers who would like to review such information we
recommend that you refsr sspecislly to ths March 4, 1988
report, and also to the report issued in the spring of 19832

MEMBERSHIF STATUS

it is not easy to keep an accurate up—to-date record of the

number  of membsrs there actually arse in Kenya. Even bro
Epaphiras loses track from time to time. It was gensrally
understoosd that after the situation with bro Foses we had about
ZE members left in the Beresan fellowship in Kenva., Before I

left for KEenya I prepared a Henya mambership data base on the
computer which generated a printout of all those who had besn
accepted toc ths Barean fellowship since ouwr  first wvisit in
1522, I itook the printout with me and had bro Epaphras check it



over carsfully.

The results surprised even him. There are at the present time
about  11C¢ Berean members in Kenyal 6Bbout 85 of these ars
divided among ten scclesias. Ths  largest scclesia is  the
Kimikungi scclesia which has aboult 50 members; the remainder of
the scclesias are much smaller — from situations of isclation
to about 12 members. The other 25 members are dispersed
throughout KEenys in more remote regions.  As we have previouwsly
stated in oither reporits, communication in Kenya 1s sost
difficult. It is not an easy task for & few brethran to
maintain contact with every membsr .  However, in most cases we
have nam=ss and addresses (although addresses often change every
few months?) and an effort will be put forth to maeke contact
with those 25 *lost sheep”.

VISITING THE ECCLESIAS

While in Henya we attempted to visit as many of the ecclesias
as possibls in the time frame we had in which to work . HMost of
the scclesias are in Western Henva, therefore we used Webuye as
our base, staying at the Park Vills Hotel. Webuye is not far
from Bungoma, where visitors customarily stay. This time,
howsver, accomodation was wunavailable at Bungoma.

In order to provide evervone 3 glimpse of our activities T will
yse as =& base ths brief outline as provided to me by bro Mark.

1. HIMIEUNGI: Sunday 1Z2th April — exhortation by bro Mark . This

is the largest escclesia md ths meetings were held in the
mnesting room on the grounds of bro Philip Wekati, the recording
brother. e wec avds B pisy of The Huu e Lrere Thaus

. HIMIEUNGT: Monday 13th April ~ Address by bro Ed

Z. NASIANDA: Tussday 14ith April — Meeting held in the shade of
a tres near the home of Bro Joseph Mapesa., Each visiting
brother gave a short address on & First Principles topic
suggested by the ecclesia. Access to the grounds of bro Mapesa
was very difficuwlt for our wvan, but owur compeitent driver
(James}) did quiite well to negotizts the many depressions along
this narrow frack.

4. CHENJENI: VWednesday 15th April — Another owldoor meseting in
the shade on the grounds of bro Manuel Wanvama., Ancther three
First Principles topics were given to ws for owr short
addresses.

5. EIMILILI: Thuwursday 16th April — No mesting was hald here as
members lived in the fown and a gathering was not considered to
be in owr best interest. {(Actuzlly we werse wnder close
surveillancs by the authorities} However, we discussed
informally as we admired the great variety of sis Damara’s
Enitted pieces displayed.

5. CHEPTAIS: Friday 17th April - Meeting held at meeting room.
The wsual procedure of three topics on First Principles to be
the subiscis of owur short addresses. This small mesting room
was packed to capacity — about 30 adult visitors and 20
children. Tws of Epaphras’ colleaguss, Moses and Gabriel,



=

howad much intersest. S50 too did the landlord, whose nams was
alsoc Moses. ALl of whom gave short words of welcome and
appreciation (which was customarily done wherever we visited:.
This w=s a very long day and we returned to owr hotel at 11145
..

Wl

7. HMAEUMA: Saturdsy 18th April — no mesting held. HMost of the
time was ooc inn listening to allegations and solving
oroblems.

&

2. LUTASO: Saturday 18th April — one address given by bro Mark
on the subject of "Holiness”. This was an ecclesia of doubtful
standing since bro Vincent Wafula and bro Johnson Waneloba had
sided with bro Moses Masika and had appearsed to have gone over
to Central. Alss sis Elizabeth DObonyo and her daughters

iorence and Sarah had been attending the Pentecostal services.
Howsver, bro Ed held discussions with the twe bre mentioned
sbove, and established the sincerity of their desire to return
to the fold.

2. EIMIEUNGI: Sunday 19th April — Exhoritation — bro Dan Sargent
2

10, NALONDG: Sunday 19th April — After thes breaking of bread at
Himikwngil, sis Clara., sis Debbie, bro John Wafwia & bro Mark
l=ft to visit bro and sis Cleophas Wanyama while bro Ed and bro
Dan remained to conduct an intervisw for baptism. The candidate
was Daniel, the son of bDro {lsophas Chapesa of Nasianda
ercliesia.

At the homs of bro Clesophas Wanvama we met bro Moses Masika.
This ecclesia had deflected ito Central and so bro Mark set
zbout asking the reason for their changes of loyalty. Bro Moses
stated his case through the interpretation of bro John Wafula
and bro Mark replied through the same medium. The main problem
sesmed Lo be related to personality clashss and perceived

inequities in distribution of financial help, aid programs,
etc.

Bro Mark explained our intentions: (12 To investigate all
charges and allegations;, (23 To set wup commitiess for dealing
with fund administration; £33 To implemsnt a system  of
accounting for the edification of =z=ll partises — local and
OYETSeaSs) L4 To establish the machinery for dealing with all

prolems .

Ero Fark did noi geit ithe impression from this ecclesia that the
desirs for the Truth was the most  Important consideration in
thelir minds.

1. EITUII: Saturday, 25th April — Again we split forces. A
small outdoor meeting was held, at which bro Mark spokes on the
subject "The FPromises and Holy Spirvit Gifits”™ . This subject was
requested by Bro David Njoka. He is the only Berean member at
Eitwii, but there are = rumber of interested friends and family
members who appear to be varillating between the teaching of
the Truth and that of the loczl African Holy Spirit Church,



hence the special request. The growp at Kituwii is poverty
siricken in the extrems, therefore while bro Mark was teaching,
bro Ed and bro Epasphras went Lo the town to purchase a supply
of groceriss for them. Bro David Nioka appeared to be in very
poor health.

1Z. MAIROEI: Sunday, Z6ih April — we held our memorial mesiting
inn the Council Hall at Dagoretti, a3 suburb of Mairobi. Bro Dan
gexhorted. FPresent wers! Sis Mary Agnes Kariuwki, sis Beatrice
Wangila, bro Jobn Wafula, bro Joshua Chesoli, bro Epaphras

Wekati as well as some friends including Miss Priscilla Terry
HKatti and Mrs Teresiz Wamikoita.

There were many friends arownd as well as children and they =11
showsed a great interest in the Word of God.

Throughout our visits, sis Clara and sis Debbie were very busy
writing and teaching nsw songs to  the children, as well as
Jiving them lessons on EBible stories. The children sverywhere
were very receptive and anxious to learn as were the adults.
Many times would be the occcasion when there wowld be almost as
wany adulis as there wers children crowding in close to  listen
to a 5.5, lesson being taught.

-

SFIRITUAL CONDITIONS

Ths thirst for the word of God continues to be obviocws to ths
goint of bheing overwhelming to those traveling from our parit of
the world whsre one is so wused to apathy and indifference and
opposition to the gospel. Evervwhers we wenlt we wers grested
enthusiastically and were! whersever possible, expected to talk
and teach concerning the things of the gospel for ssveral

houwrs. In spite of stiffling tempsratures, cramped gquarters,
=nd uncomfortable seating, there was no aspparent lapss  in
atiention span during that time. This was so for members ANMD

non—members z2zlike.

Sometimes when we wers traveling, we would stop the van on the
side of 2 street in a small village., In only a matter of a few
minies the van would be approached by & few curiosity ssekers
intent on finding out what we were doing, and perhaps get
loocking for an opportunity to make a few shillings by posing
for a picturse. As soon as word oot around that we were not
really tourists, but teachers of the gospel, the wvan would very
guickly becoms surrcunded by sometimes wpwards of a2 hundred or
more who wouwld have becoms sager listensers to the Word had we
besn prepared for it with time and, particularly in view of
prevalsent political circumstances, the permission to do so
withowut cawsing trouble. Lowudspeskers would certainly help
also, if not a necessity. It is something to think about and
make preparation for for future visits., One could not help but
contemplate ths reaction if the same effort were put into
preparation, advertising, and presentation of lectures over
there that i1is dons in owur own couniries. I am confident the
result would e in the hundreds 1if not  thousands of  eager
istenars!

ot

Eibles, or ths lack of them, continues to be a problem. They
ars in heavy demand. It is not that they are unavailable, but
they do cost money, more than the average are able to afford.



The reason is that Bibles do not last long.  They are used

sxtensively; and they either wear oul guickly, or simply
disasppear if not closely watched and guarded, like one would =a
wzllst or purss! A Bible is a highly coveted item almost
anywhere in Kenya. Conseguently, our mesbers quite often find

themselves missing a2 Bible, a2nd are noi always able to replace
it guickly or sasily.

Other books and bible literature are also urgently reguired. We
cams away with the fesling that there was 3 need fo suoply the
brethren and sisters with boocks that are basic and easy ito be
understood. There is always the problem of the language

barrier; and we know ithe Bind of struggle that some of owur own
members with 2 relatively good command of the English language
have wiith some of the pionsser writings. It is rezslly asking a

ot of them ito sxzpsct them to be able fo read and assimilate
these zame writings which rause some of we difficulty. They
will ask for thess books, read them, amnd ask for more; but we
have found on occasion that somse confusion has been the result,

Of great bensefit would e a newsletter of sorts — weekly,
monthiy, guarterly, - intended and designed exclusively for
Yenyan brethren and sisters. It shouwld be explicit, simpls,
easy to be undersicod, and relatively brief. I wunderstand that
Bro Mark has committed himself to a publication of this nature
for their benefit. That is good. More would be better. It is a
challenge for thoss with the time, knowledge, and capability.
It is an effort ithat would need 1o be co—ordinated to avoid
dumiication oy overlap of subjsctis. If zanyonse =lss= is
interested in helping ocut with increasing this effort, please
Ist me know.

It has bDecoms obviouws to ws that Ecclesial Gatherings will need
to have high priority, as well 2z any other activities that are
capable of fostering fellowship and spiritual encowuragement and
grawtn. It has become obvious to wus that the balance has become
weightad 5 bit too heavily on the side of material assistance

znd projects, with the accompaning preoccupation in the minds
of 5 few and the shifting of priorities from the spiritual
eternzl ito the materizl pressnit. ALl of the orobleams of thes
past couple of years can be itraced to this, particularly so in
the situation of Bro Moses Masika. It APPEARESE in his case the
Truihx is viewed simply as a means to obtain material goods and
welfars., Ye emphasizs APPEARE because, of courss, only Yahweh

knows ithe heart.
MATERIAL COMDITIONS

In spite of this, we cammot Close our eyes io obhviouws need. In
material things sveryone is still very poor. I belisve that it
was in one of ouwr past reporis that we made the observation
that no monsy in  the amounts that we would be familiar with
could ever come flose to relieving them from the viciows circle
of abject poveriy which swurrounds the large majority of the
rural population of Hsnya., But there are still things that ws
can and shouwld do o help, and soms of the programs that have
Beenn suggested and undertaken in the past are right on target,
especially that of education. We have added that of sanitation
to cur list, as sanitation, or the lack of it, appears to b= a3
large contributor io ithe rampant problems of disease.



Ye must, thersefors, rathesr improve the system we already have
in plzace, make 1t more effective and efficient so that lsss
time nead be spent with the task of distribution, and with the
task of dealing with percieved problems that ariss in members’'s
minds due to lack of communication and disorganization in soms

arsas. It is our desire to work toward making this part of the
work efficiant, effsctive., and very much in  the background,
whiile fostering and encouraging a good healthy positive

attitude in the realm of spiritual activities and growth., Bro

Epaphras made the comment at one poinit that he had observed

that whenever members wers occupied wiih scclesial activities,

problems with material and welfare assistance slid very much
intoc the background.

uently, while in Kenya this time, we spent some time and

f a2t organizing a system of commitises that should
ffectively reduce if not sliminate the kind of problems and
complaints that have been plaguing us in the past few vears,
and create the enviromnment for even greatsr spirituwal
development among members and ecclesias.  This involves, among
octher ithings., an  inter—escclesial gathering for the members
svery four months — Decembsr, April, and August, providing
coportunity for communication, sxhortation, goaspel
oroclamation, and committes meetings. Ers Mark was  very
helpful in this matiter, compiling a brief but effective sub—
constitution to serve as & guide to the organization and
funciion of the committess in Kenva and Oversaas.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION

811 this, however, revolves arowund the assumpiion that  the
Borean members in Kenys will be able to obisin registration
status with the present administration. At the present time,
things are In & state of "limbo” without 3 registration number

any mesting involving more than one family is an illegsl
asssmbly. Also, any organized adminstration of welfare funds
for any purposs within an unregistered socisety is illegal.

These ars laws that have been in existence for many years, but
the dDifferencs now  is that they are being enforced much more

rigorously than in the past. The governmsnt of Henya is
DeEcoming vEry defensive and somewhat oppressive as  its
popularity with the peopls dwindles. Thowsh in name 31t is =

democratic govermment, there is no official opposition; and in
fart it is mors of a right—wing dictatorship.

THE MUWAKENYA

The primary ocpposition to  the goverment comes  from  an
underground movement callied the Mwewaksnya. It has gained
considerable populariity and sympathy among the peopls, and
stops at nothing - including acts of violence -  to  cause
trouble and embarrassment for the administration. In

retaliation, FPresident Mol embarked on a campaign to wipe outb
the Mwakenva, making it a criminal offence to be ssen talking
to anyons with FMwakenva connections, or to be in possession of
any of iis subversive publications.

HANU CARDS



Govermment membesrship (KA&NUY cards have been issused, and,
althowuch it is not compulsory to carry ones, not having one
carvies thes risk of being under immediate suspicion of the
authorities, and makes 1t very difficult if not impossible to
obtain or hold & job, and sven do trivial things liks ride &
bus! After examining the matier of the cards while in Kenysa,
and spezsking to soms of Lhe senior brethren before we lefi, it
appearad that ths cards carried no political obligation or
affiliation and were nol unlike the cards that were mandatory
for many in our own couniry to carry during WW II in order to
purchase fusl and supplies. Our Jjudgement on the matisr was
that it be left to the individual conscience to decide for
thamseives.

OUTSPDKEN POLITICAL IMTERFEREMCE BY CHURCH LEADERS

Uhat makes it egpecially difficult for the brethren and sisters
at this times is the facit that soms of the churches and church
leaders have bDecomse very vooal, siding with ths Mwakenya
against the govermment. Conseguenily there ars no church
dencminations of any kind that are winning popularity contests
in Eenys =2t this iims!

THE QUEST FOR REGISTRATION

g in Nairocbhi, ws visisted the Canadian High Commissian.
¥ were very helpful and supplised wus with much information
egarLGg the present state of affairs in Kenva., They warnsd
= ito bs prepared toe spend a night or two in jail 1f we
insisted on holding mestings with owur brethren and sisters
there withowt a2 registration number. We were also strongly
advised by the Commission to register witih them in order that,
in the event of itrouble, they would have a vecord of our

I

itinerary and be able to locate ws. They informed us that the
only way ithat the Berean members will be able to carrsy out
without persecution the duties that the Truth requires will be
thrvouoh the MEaNS of registreation. The process is =&
complicated procedurs, and we wers advissd that success would
Be mext io impossible without the services of a lawyer .

In order for the membsrs to register.,  they must send in an
zpplicaiion to the government to register theilr growup 55 a non
proefit religiowus sociely or  organization.  Accompanving the
application must be a copy of &2 constitution showing how the
orouwp is organized, whalt iis puwpﬁse and functions are, as well
55 3n outline of the convicitions of  iis members. An auditor
mustL = appointed to once & 2 vyear awudit all financial
activitiss, Recorded on the application must be the names of
the president or chairman {(recording brother?, secretary, and
iresasursr The govermment then procesds to monitor all
activities of tithese individuals sc as to be certain that they
have no subversive tendencies or comections. During whis
period of time the group is forbidden to hold any meecings
whatsosver. The possibiliity of the government approving the

application is only about 5G/50.

recent correspondence that we have received, ws are given
ts understand that the appli-stion has besen sent in to  the
rities. MNow we woiit and pray for the well-besing and safe—



kesping of oor brethren and sistsrs in Henya. Bro  Epaphras

writes, e have devised 3 way of preaching ito the members and
their friends withowuit atitracting the attention of our foes. UWe
mope it works until we know of the outcome of the

registration.”

*THY WILL BE DONE”

If this effort should fail, there are one or two alternatives
that can be itried; if these also fail, we have done all that we
can — the ocutcome of the situation is in the hands of our
Creator whoss will WILL be dons regardless of owur  feeble
efforts.

In the meantime, thes fund is still in exisitence and showld be
diligently maintained to ithe best of owr capabilities. We have

commitments to maintain that we have undertaken, and the fund
iz slowly and steadily being depleted. It is not a problem to
have more in the fund than we need =2t the present time! if
things should suddenly take a twrn for the worse in Kenva or
Chile or anywhers else for that matisr, we can bhe  sure  ihat
there will be a heavy demand on the fund. It is in the path of
wisdom Lo De preparved for swuch things.

On the other hand, if things go well and the registration does
go ithrough, there are many positive things itoc be gained. HMany
restrictions on imported goods may be relaxed. Import duty may
e waived. The brethren and sisters can go sbowt  their
activities with confidence and fresedom tempered with wisdom and
discretion, preaching the Truth in towns and cities, in public

buildings, on strest corners and open air parks. They will be
able to have Gatherings and Bible Study sessions withowt fear
=f molestation, It will be a time of great joy 1f this becomss

possible. And for ws now 1t is a tremendously forceful
sexhortation not Lo take the freedom and relative psace that we
sxpevisnce in our own countries for granted. It may not always
DE =o.

PRAY EARNESTLY

We will do our utmost ito kesp everyone informed of developmenis
a5 we bear of them. In the meantim=, brethren and sisters, your

support  is urgently regquired — PARTICULARLY IN EARNEST PRAYER =/

FOR OUR BRETHREN AND ESISTERS OF KENMYA AND CHILE.

Yours in grace,

Ero Ed Truslove



